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In the pig the mammae are ten or twelve in number, dis-
posed in two' parallel rows, extending from the inguinal region
to beneath the thorax, and distinguished as inguinal, abdomi-
nal, and thoracic mammae. There are no lactiferous sinuses.
Two ducts open at the free extremity of each teat. The
mammae are separated by distinct furrows.
In the bitch there are eight to ten mammae, arranged as in
the pig. When the mammae number ten, there are in each
row two pectoral, two abdominal, and one inguinal gland.
Six to twelve ducts open at the apices of the teats.
The secretion of milk is a special function of the mammary
glands, and takes place in the acini. The fluid is conveyed
from these into the lactiferous ducts and sinuses, where it is
stored until a certain period; this retention after a time
distends the glands very much, and puts the elastic envelope
greatly on the stretch, while the teat also increases in size,
length, and firmness. When this distension becomes in-
ordinate, as in overstocking in cows, it causes the animal
uneasiness, pain, and even fever ; and if not relieved by
natural or artificial means, it may occasion mischief. In the
majority of cases the pressure of the envelope on the contained
fluid overcomes the resistance of the sphincter at the end of
the teat, and relief is afforded in this way.
The Vulva. .
The vulva is the posterior portion of the external genital
passage. It lies below the anus and above the ischial arch,
and is-in contact at the sides with the sacro-sciatic ligament
and semimembranosus muscle. Its outer opening has the
form of a vertical slit, the lateral boundaries of which are
called the lips, or labia, which meet above and below at the
angles. The upper commissure, or angle, is acute and
separated by a very narrow interval, the perinaeum, from the
anus. The lower commissure is rounded, and presents a
small recess accommodating the clitoris. The lips are usually
in contact, and vary in length according to the age and condition.
They are covered on the outside with a thin, smooth, unctuous,
usually pigmented skin, on which the hair is fine and scanty.
Internally they are covered with mucous membrane similar to